
The Liberation in 1944/45 

 

Liberation ranged from the month of September 1944 to February 1945, and the localities in 

combat zones experienced a second evacuation and unfortunately sometimes a second looting. A 

characteristic is reported for the Valley of the Orne where communities that were evacuated on 

September 4, 1944 on German order and had to leave in railway convoys to Thuringia. Everywhere else 

and especially in the sector of Thionville and up to the border with Luxembourg or Germany, the 

evacuations took place on the American order.  

 

 

1) The harshness of the fighting mainly between September and November 1944.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

German fortified barracade at the exit from Manom. 

The Germans hang on as here at Manom, for a long time not secured, and where the road exited 

towards Garche was guarded. During several days the patrols of both camps were sometimes a few 

meters away one from the other one in the area. 

 



 
 

Evacuation of the villages nearby to Kînigsmacker in September 1944. 

Elsewhere in the region around Hagondange, Metrich, Buding and Veckring, the Germans decided to 

fight with their  last energy, and evacuated civilians from the villages concerned as early as September 

1944, as proven by this example where civilians go through Inglange seeking a refuge. A good part of 

the inhabitants of Kînigsmacker took refuge in the Griesberg farm.  

 

 

 
 

Construction of artillery emplacements. 

During the summer 1944, the German military situation was very compromised, the Mosellans born in 

1927 or 1928 were still required for military service as here working near Thionville. 



 

From September 1944 the German troops retreated, and some localities were finally liberated early 

in the fall of 1944, including the steel basins; Terville was liberated on September l3 and the 

municipalities of Hettange-Grande and Chelmsford as early as September 12, 1944. From time to time 

however the communities remained still subject to artillery fire, always destructive and sometimes 

deadly from the right bank of the Moselle. Along the Moselle, on the other hand, especially between 

Illange and the current border with Germany and Luxembourg, and around some major works of the 

Maginot Line, works redeveloped by the German army, the enemy troops clung and resisted valiantly. It 

was the case between Metz, Thionville and the area of Sierck-les-Bains, mostly on the right bank of the 

Moselle. The Americans were trampled on for weeks by artillery fire from the enemy sector Kerling-lès-

Sierck or Berg-sur-Moselle which was so effective that the Germans had to have been informed by the 

locals of movements of troops on the American side. 

 

     
 

German convoy on fire. 

Control of the sky had changed sides in summer of 1944 and retreat of the Germans is under the threat 

of raids by the RAF 

Here convoys were hit in August 1944 on a road and vehicles burn in Lorraine, under the helpless eyes 

of this officer. 

 

 

The Germans also evacuated the population from the villages on the right bank of the Moselle, and 

the region between Guénange and Thionville, in September 1944, which shows their determination to 

fight. Conversely Americans in turn evacuated from other towns from Cattenom to the border with 

Luxembourg in autumn 1944. There were so many examples of communities that were changing hands 

several times between September and November 1944, unsecured places where civilians through 

carelessness or misfortune died until the end of 1944 and even early 1945. The American principle of 



"safety first" also led to some unwarranted bombing or shooting too fast which cost lives among 

civilians. 

The fierce fighting in this area contrasts with the situation of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 

totally free and secure on 7 October 1944. In parallel, fate struck some zealous German administrators 

when we learned on September 29, 1944 of the death of Gauleiter Joseph Bürckel in circumstances not 

clearly understood, death that accompanied the rout of German troops. 

This resistance was more effective and the advance of the American army was slowed or stopped 

by logistical problems that actually hid the rivalry between American generals on the one hand and 

between the corps of American and English on the other. There were undoubtedly real problems to 

ensure regular and sufficient supply of fuel, food and clothing items to different corps, but there were 

also serious disagreements between generals on the American side where the successful breakthrough by 

Patton's army was shadowed by other generals, including Eisenhower himself. On the other hand the 

British General Montgomery demanded Winston Churchill interpose that Patton be hampered due to 

their own difficulties to penetrate north in Belgium and the Netherlands. These considerations, both 

political and military weighed heavily on military strategy and these disagreements between the allies 

disrupted and delayed the American breakthrough in Moselle. To be sure Patton complied, what better 

way than to deprive fuel? 

The weather became more miserable and at the end of October it continually rained where fighting 

was taking place. Torrential rains sometimes added persistent mist and cold, so that roads and paths 

were transformed into quagmires. So the men were exhausted by both the weather and lack of sleep. 

 

 

 

Preparations at the Camp de Cattenom occupied by the Americans and the surrounding area for 

the crossing of the Moselle.  

 

 

 

 

Stopped for several weeks by problems both of 

military strategy, touchiness between American 

and British leaders and difficulties of logistics, 

Pattonôs regiments resumed their advance in 

November 1944 and a large camp was created 

between Garche, Cattenom and Gavisse to 

prepare the crossing of the Moselle on floating 

bridges. All of the 90th infantry division, at 

night from Audun-le-Roman and Aumetz, moved 

into the vast forest from Garche to Cattenom, 

under the command of General James A. Van 

Fleet. 

 



 

There were 6 battalions of artillery support, 2 battalions of tank destroyers, 1 Sherman tank battalion, 3 

battalions ponton engineering and 3 battalions of general engineering. Attack at Cattenom was the 

358th Inf Reg, then the 359th Inf Reg was responsible for Malling, in reserve was the 357th Inf Reg. The 

crossing was planned for Thursday, November 9, 1944. (Moselle River 44/Fund Rothenberger)  

 

 

 

 
 

The GI's were faced with a Moselle flood that flooded the Valley, making it problematic to the stowage 

of the floating bridges. The muddy, turbulent waters made even the use of inflatables dangerous. The 

routing of the supports of both planned bridges was made by wet and flooded paths where besides the 

enemy deposited numerous mines. Finally a dense fog covered the entire Valley.  



 
 

The barely built two bridges were under enemy artillery fire and that of Cattenom, built just above a 

field of mines, must be cleared to be operational. Malling broke its moorings and needed to be redone. It 

was then consolidated and strengthened before the continuous rise of the waters, to allow passage of 

large equipment and tanks. (Moselle River 44/Fund Rothenberger)  

 

 

 

American troops in combat 

at Apach. 

Fighting took place in 

November 1944 between 

Cattenom and Apach region. 

German pockets of resistance 

have led a hard life for the 

troops of the 90th U.S. 

division, including from the 

heights of Berg-sur-Moselle, 

and losses were severe. 

Pictured at the bottom right 

part of the pontoon bridge of 

Malling, which broke its 

moorings. (Moselle River 

44/Fund Rothenberger)  

 


